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masterpieces ?? I Have said lie was simple, and had
certain childlike characteristics. One day I entered his
room and found him laughing joyously, striding up and
down his room and proudly surveying all it contained.
* All this belongs to me/ he said. It should be realized
that 'all this' signified a camp bedstead, some rush-
bottom chairs, an ordinary table, and a writing table in
walnut wood. 'Well, but/ I asked, ' did not all this
belong to you yesterday ? For quite a long time I
have known you as the possessor of all I see here/
c Yes, but I owed the upholsterer a bill that I have just
finished paying off this morning/ I have said, too, he
was kindhearted. Although surly with strangers who
intruded upon him, he was extremely careful not to
wound those with whom he felt he could safely follow
the impulse of his heart. For some time he had left
off keeping me to dinner. He feared that I should
attribute the reason to a wrong cause. ' I do not beg
you to stay to dinner/ he said one day, c because the
state of my fortune does not permit me to do so. Never
mind how little expense I put myself to for you, I
should be forced to take it from our necessities.' I
wished to speak; but he continued : ' if I tell you my
situation, it is in order that you should not attribute
the change in my conduct to any change in my senti-
ments towards you/ Then, smiling, he went on : f I
like to drink at my meals a certain quantity of pure
wine. First of all I invented the plan of dividing my
portion into two equal parts; but the result was that at
neither meal did I get enough. I have made up my
mind to another plan : I drink water at one meal; and
keep the whole of my wine for the other/ How much
there is in this little trait for an attentive reader!
What good humour, candour and superiority over other
men in this ability to arrange one's wants by one's
fortune, and to find nothing to be ashamed of in doing
so. Add to this the reply he made when questioned
upon this point: c I am poor; but there is flesh left on a thousand pounds.e men of the world took
